Some of the world\'s leading coatings specialists gathered virtually at the Royal Society of Chemistry to discuss how special surface technologies could be used to tackle the global COVID-19 pandemic. More than 130 academics, technical industry specialists and representatives of major healthcare and transport organizations remotely gathered at the event hosted in collaboration with the British Coatings Federation, the UK trade association representing paints, coatings, printing inks and wallcoverings manufacturers and suppliers in the UK. The webinar set out to identify the challenges and share knowledge on techniques that could prevent the spread of infection, both in the present and the future.

Anti-viral coatings contain agents that prevent microorganisms growing on the surfaces of materials, and are increasingly being researched for potential use in clinics, industry and domestic environments. As well as technical challenges, there are regulatory hurdles that need to be overcome before these materials could be deployed in public spaces. Advanced discussions are now continuing on a dedicated collaborative Slack platform, which remains open to new participants on request to the group secretary.

The Surface Coatings Group and British Coatings Federation (BCF) will continue to facilitate the connection of academic and industrial organizations to contribute to this important work.
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